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What is Literacy?

Literacy is defined as the ability to read, write, speak 
and listen in a way that lets us communicate 

effectively and make sense of the world.



Why reading is so important

● Strengthens neurons and builds connections in the brain.

● Improves communication between the left and right sides of the brain.

● Repeated reading helps the brain store words for recall next time.

● Reading helps the brain learn sentence structures.

● Reading build vocabulary in context.

● New words are stored in the memory.

● Reading fiction develops empathy and emotional understanding.



At Bensham we…

● Phonics assessment in Year 7 and support through school. 

● Every lesson 5 all students read independently. 

● Students are also listened to when they read, by a TA, class teacher Year 9 and 

10 students during this time.

● Students are assessed on their reading ability and they choose reading age 

related books from our library.

● Our library is open every lunchtime to all students.

● Specialist Literacy intervention with our English specialist TA and our SaLT team.

● Students have access to myOn at school and at home.



● We use a reading programme called Accelerated Reader

● Supports and encourages students to read

● Assessment each term

● Allocates a reading range and a reading age to each student (ZPD)

● Students can then choose books within their reading range

● Take quizzes - green sticker - 2 merits

● myOn

Accelerated Reader



myON is an online reading 

platform that gives our 

students hundreds of 

books matched to their 

level.



● Digital library with thousands of books

● Students can read books on a laptop, tablet or phone

● It is personalised

● The system suggests books based on a student’s reading level and interests

● Students can read anytime and anywhere (24/7)

It includes tools to help reading, like:

● audio (books can be read aloud)

● highlighting and note-taking

● a built-in dictionary

● quizzes to secure understanding



Accessing myOn at home - it’s easy!













Be a 

reading 

role model

Start small

Set small 

goals

Let them 

choose what 

they read

Use 

audio 

books

Keep it low 

pressure Consistency 

and routine

Read 

together

Ask 

questions



At Bensham, we use Blank Levels of 

Questioning. 

There are four levels that support the 

development of the students’ 

understanding of language.

There are sets of questions which go 

from concrete (Level 1) to abstract 

(Level 4).

How do I know what questions 

to ask my child?



Developing 

verbal reasoning 

and inference 

skills. 



Every student has a bookmark which has Blank Level 

questions printed on the back of it. 



Knowing what type of questions to ask my child.

If you are not sure - start at Blank Level 1 and work your way up.  If your child is a confident reader then they 

will probably be at Blank 3 or 4.  You can always challenge them with a higher Blank Level.



Here’s an example of some questions to ask a student 

working at Blank Level 1 or 2. 

• What can you 

see?

• (point to the 

moon) What’s

this?

• What shape is 

the moon? 

• Show me 

another moon?

Boffin Boy and the Ice Caves of Pluto by David Orme



Here’s an example of some questions to ask your child 

if they working at Blank level 3 or 4.   

• How do you think Link feels 

being homeless?

• What do you think will 

happen next in the story?

• How can we tell that Link 

struggles in the cold 

weather?

• Why is it dangerous 

sleeping on the streets?

Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 



https://wordsforlife.org.uk/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

https://readingagency.org.uk/get-reading/our-programmes-and-

campaigns/reading-well/reading-well-for-teens/

Useful Websites to support your child at home
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